draft – requirements of researchers


Requirements of researchers
· The researcher’s perception is that they are over burdened with administrative tasks that detract from their primary work.

· Researchers are reluctant to engage in additional activity without some obvious pay back.
· A question mark should be placed over the motivation of researchers to engage in collaborative work. Anecdotal feedback indicates significant caution over intellectual property rights.
Focus on approaches/mechanisms for reducing…

· research overheads, e.g., administrative and management load

e.g., 
effort and hassle involved in arranging meetings

disseminating and targeting information appropriately

· project management – particularly financial and personnel related tasks
· information overload – provide more relevant and timely information
e.g., 
contextualised and personalised emails, notices

· the time and effort required to locate and retrieve relevant information

· obstacles preventing communication with colleagues

· effort and hassle in fulfilling requirements of RAE

· time and effort required to locate relevant funding programmes

Focus on approaches/mechanisms for maximising…

· time for core research activities, reading, writing, discussing, experimenting, etc.
· quick and easy communication with colleagues
e.g., 
A simple and reliable mechanism for booking a location for a meeting and for communicating this amongst colleagues

· access to training and support for the acquisition of information literacy; IT, presentation, research, communication, management skills.
· access to specialised equipment, resources – and associated expertise/support
Suggestions/recommendations

· Further development of the Identity Management system to distinguish research active staff and postgraduate students. Either develop the IdMan schema to accommodate research specific attributes, or link from this to dedicated database. Needs to be driven by the Research and Commercial 
· A quick and effective mechanism for enabling research managers to obtain up-to-date financial reports for specific projects and research groups etc.
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